NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (NACO)
Board of Directors’ Meeting
June 28, 2019, 9:30 a.m.
NACO Office
304 S. Minnesota Street
Carson City, NV 89703
AGENDA
Some NACO Board members may attend via video link or phone from other locations. Items on the agenda
may be taken out of order. The NACO Board may combine two or more agenda items for consideration.
The NACO Board may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on the
agenda at any time.
Call to Order, Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance
1. Public Comment. Please Limit Comments to 3 Minutes.
2. Approval of Agenda. For Possible Action
3. NACO President’s Report.
4. NACO Executive Director’s Report.
5. Approval of Minutes of the April 26th, 2019 NACO Board of Directors Meeting. For Possible
Action
6. Discussion and Possible Approval of a NACO Staff Performance Bonus for the 2019 Legislative
Session. For Possible Action
7. Possible Approval of an Expenditure of up to $17,000 to Replace one of the Air-Conditioning
Systems in the NACO Building. For Possible Action
8. Update on Planning Activities for NACO’s 2019 Annual Conference, Hosted by Washoe County.
9. Discussion and Recap of the 2019 NACo County Leadership Institute in Washington D.C.,
Commissioner Bevan Lister, Lincoln County.
10. Overview of Assembly Bill 81 (2019), Creating the Nevada Department of Indigent Defense
Services and the Nevada Board on Indigent Defense Services, and Approval of NACO’s Four
Nominees to the Board. For Possible Action.
11. Discussion Regarding Policies and Procedures for Board of County Commissioner Conduct.
12. Update and Discussion on the Nevada Economic Assessment Project (NEAP), Tom Harris and
Buddy Borden, University Nevada Cooperative Extension.

13. Update from the NACO Legislative Committee and Staff on Outcomes of the 2019 Nevada
Legislative Session Including NACO Legislative Priorities, Impacts to Counties and Actions that
Counties are Required to Take Pursuant to New Legislation. For Possible Action
14. Update and Possible Action Regarding Natural Resources and Public Lands and Issues
Affecting Counties Including:
a. NACO Public Lands and Natural Resources Committee Update.
b. Proposed Revisions to the BLM and USFS’s NEPA/Planning Regulations.
c. NACO Comments to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Proposed Rule for Threatened
Status for the Bi-State Distinct Population Segment of Greater Sage-Grouse and
Designation of Critical Habitat.
d. Ratification of NACO’s Comments on the USFWS Rule to Establish a Nonessential
Experimental Population of the California Condor in the Pacific Northwest Including in
Northwest Nevada.
e. Update on activities related to Wild Horses and Burros.
15. National Association of Counties and Western Interstate Region Board Member Updates.
16. NACO Board Member Updates.
17. Public Comment. Please Limit Comments to 3 Minutes.
Adjournment.
Members of the public who are disabled and require special accommodations or assistance at the
meeting are requested to notify NACO in writing at 304 S. Minnesota Street, Carson City, NV 89703, or
by calling (775) 883-7863 at least three working days prior to the meeting.
Members of the public can request copies of the supporting material for the meeting by contacting
Amanda Evans at (775) 883-7863. Supporting material will be available at the NACO office and on the
NACO website at: www.nvnaco.org
This agenda was posted at the following locations:
NACO Office 304 S. Minnesota Street, Carson City, NV 89703
Washoe County Admin. Building 1001 E. Ninth Street, Reno, NV 89520
Elko County Manager’s Office 540 Court Street #101, Elko NV 89801
POOL/PACT 201 S. Roop Street, Carson City, NV 89701
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NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (NACO)
Board of Directors’ Meeting
April 26, 2019, 9:30 a.m.
NACO Office
304 S. Minnesota Street
Carson City, NV 89703
UNADOPTED MINUTES
Attendance: President Waits, President Elect French, Lincoln County Commissioner Higbee, Elko County
Commissioner Dahl, Carson City Mayor Crowell, Lander County Commissioner Allan, Esmeralda County
Commissioner Keyes, Washoe County Commissioner Hartung, Pershing County Commissioner Shank, Lyon County
Commissioner Hunewill, Storey County Commissioner Gilman, Washoe County Commissioner Lucey, Nye County
Commissioner Wichman and NACO Staff (Dagny Stapleton, Vinson Guthreau and Amanda Evans)
Remote Attendance: Vice President Kirkpatrick, Eureka County Commissioner Goicoechea, and Lincoln County
Commissioner Lister.
Other Attendance: Ivory Lyles, University Nevada Cooperative Extension; Lee Bonner, NDOT; Holly Gatsky,
University Nevada Cooperative Extension; Kim Burgess, US Census; Jeff Hardcastle, Nevada State Demographer; and
Jeff Page, Lyon County Manager.
1.

Public Comment. None was given.

2.

Approval of Agenda. The agenda was approved on a motion by Mayor Crowell with second by
Commissioner Allan.

3.

NACO President’s Report. President Waits informed the Board that she had attended a meeting in Elko
where she met the new GOED Director, Kristopher Sanchez and indicated that it was a good meeting. She
said Mr. Sanchez expressed support for rural communities and continuing to support economic
development projects through the department. President Waits concluded her remarks with the
acknowledgment of those members of the Board with birthdays in April.

4.

NACO Executive Director’s Report. Dagny informed the Board of the dates for the workshops for those
counties applying for CDBG funds in the 2019 grant cycle. She also reminded the Board that registration
for the National Association of Counties (NACo) Annual Conference being hosted by Clark County is open
and encouraged the Board to share the information with their colleagues and express importance of
attending the event while it is within Nevada. Dagny also informed the Board that NACO, with
sponsorship assistance from NV Energy will be hosting a dinner for all Nevada County Commissioners on
the Sunday of the Conference and encouraged the Board to share that information as well. Dagny
concluded her remarks by sharing a request from Clark County to provide items that showcase Nevada’s
counties to be included in gift baskets that will be distributed to the members of the NACo Board of
Directors.

5.

Approval of Minutes of the February 22, 2019 NACO Board of Directors Meeting. The minutes were
approved on a motion by Commissioner Hartung with second by Commissioner Dahl.

6.

Approval of NACO’s December 2018 and January 2019 Financial Statements and January 2019
Investment Reports. The statements and reports were approved on a motion by Commissioner
Wichman with second by Commissioner Allan.

7.

Approval of a NACO Resolution in Support of National County Government Month. The Resolution
was approved on a motion by Commissioner Wichman with second by Commissioner Shank.

8.

Approval of 2019 NACO Associate Members. The Associate Members were approved on a motion by
Commissioner Wichman with second by Commissioner Allan.

9.

Approval of Nominees for Consideration by the Governor for Appointment to the Board for the
Fund for Hospital Care to Indigent Persons (NRS 428.195). Dagny gave an overview of the Fund and
noted that a portion of each county’s property tax goes to support the fund. She informed the Board that
the four seats dedicated to County Commissioners on the Board are currently held by Commissioners
Wichman (Nye), French (Humboldt), Sharkozy (Eureka), and Weekly (Clark), and are due to expire in
June. Six names need to be submitted to the Governor for consideration. Dagny informed the Board that
Commissioners Sharkozy, French and Wichman would like to continue to serve on the Board and that
Commissioner Jones from Clark County had indicated that he would be interested in appointment to the
Board. Commissioners Shank and Allan volunteered to also submit their names for consideration to
round out the required list of names. The Board approved Commissioners Wichman (Nye), French
(Humboldt), Jones (Clark), Sharkozy (Eureka), Shank (Pershing) and Allan (Lander) to be submitted to the
Governor for consideration on a motion by Commissioner Dahl with second by Commissioner Wichman.

10. Approval of Three Nominees for Consideration by the Governor for Appointment to the Nevada
Commission on Nuclear Projects (NRS 459.0091). Dagny gave an overview of the Commission and
informed the Board that the seat reserved for a county commissioner is currently held by Clark County
Commissioner Brown whose term expires in June. She informed the Board that three names must be
submitted to the Governor for consideration for appointment. Clark County Commissioner Naft has
expressed interest in appointment to the Board. Lincoln County Commissioner Higbee expressed interest
in serving and Nye County Commissioner Wichman nominated her colleague Commissioner Blundo for
consideration. The Board put forth Commissioners Naft (Clark), Higbee (Lincoln), and Blundo (Nye) for
consideration by the Governor for appointment to the Commission on a motion by President Elect French
with second by Commissioner Lucey.
11. Possible Selection of one NACO Sponsored Applicant to Attend the National Association of Counties
2019 County Leadership Training Institute in Washington D.C. Staff’s recommendation for Lincoln
County Commissioner Lister to attend the Institute was ratified on a motion by Commissioner Allan with
second by Mayor Crowell.
12. Discussion Regarding the NACO Seat on Nevada’s 2020 Census Complete Count Committee. Dagny
gave an overview of the Governor’s creation of the Committee and the Executive Committee’s
recommendation that she fill the seat on the Committee. Dagny’s appointment to the Committee was
ratified on a motion by Commissioner Hartung with concurrent second by Commissioners Shank and
Allan.
13. Update on Activities related to the 2020 U.S. Census Including an Update from the Nevada State
Demographer, Jeff Hardcastle. Mr. Hardcastle gave the Board an overview of his office’s efforts to
support the Census noting the importance of an accurate count for not only the receipt of federal funding
and community development efforts, but for redistricting as well. He informed the Board that there is
staff throughout the State working in the field, including Kim Burgess who is working on the Census
efforts in every area of the State except Clark County. Ms. Burgess stressed the need for volunteers for
renumeration efforts and door knocking and stressed the need for accurate counts for those residents in
non-traditional housing situations. President Elect French suggested utilizing the school districts’ records
in the efforts for identifying non-traditional housing situations. Commissioner Shank expressed concern
with prison populations distorting demographics and Commissioner Keyes inquired as to how future
mining projects and the potential for vast population increases within a county would be addressed. Mr.
Hardcastle noted that the Demographer’s office would be participating in forecasting population
increases.
14. Update from the NACO Legislative Committee and Staff on Proposed Legislative Measures, Budget
Requests, and NACO Priorities for the 2019 Nevada Legislative Session. Commissioner Lucey
thanked those that participation on the Committee and noted the efforts of staff to keep the Committee
and the Board apprised of the often-daily changes to bills at the Legislature. He noted that the Economic
Forum would occur on the 1st of May and that budgets would be worked on following that report. Vinson
informed the Board that all the NACO bills passed the deadline for first house passage and will be

scheduled for hearings in the respective committees of the second houses. He informed the Board that
NACO’s bill that would make changes to the primary system was superseded by a committee bill (AB259)
which passed out of the Assembly unanimously. He also informed the Board that the bill that would make
changes to public administrators also passed out of the Assembly. Dagny informed the Board that
communication with the Governor’s staff on the Association’s bills and priorities is ongoing. She also
informed the Board that there was an amendment to SB48, that would enable counties to enact a diesel
tax, at the request of the DMV, that will require the counties to receive the taxes from the DMV and require
them to submit the portion of the taxes dedicated to truck parking directly to NDOT. Dagny discussed
SJR14, which would remove depreciation upon sale of real property. She reminded the Board that it was
previously discussed in January and that the impact study had been completed and was included in the
Board packet. She discussed the projected impacts to both counties and residents and informed the Board
that there is a companion bill that will allow the Legislature to enact the SJR should it be approved by the
voters. She also noted that there is an amendment that includes language that depreciation returns on
year two after sale at the current assessed value. Discussion among the Board included potential changes
in the occurrence of assessment reviews and the property tax caps. Dagny informed the Board that
Senator Ratti has requested that NACO participate in the presentation of the Bill, specifically regarding the
impacts to counties, should the measure go through. She also informed the Board that there is discussion
regarding the potential to divert some of the funds to schools, above a certain revenue threshold.
President Elect French noted that the counties need to be able to recover from the recession before there
are any talks of diversion of funds. Vice President Kirkpatrick expressed reservations with the proposal,
especially regarding the possibility of no growth. The Board noted that, though they support property tax
reform in general, it would be important to them to be a part of the conversation regarding the diversion.
There was discussion and a recap of progress on the indigent defense bill (AB81) - it is currently in the
Ways and Means Committee and there are still concerns regarding funding, standards, responsibility and
liability. The item concluded with a discussion on AB398, which would allow for the removal of a public
official for sexual harassment or discrimination by the Nevada Equal Rights Commission (NERC).
15. Update and Possible Action Regarding Natural Resources and Public Lands and Issues Affecting
Counties Including:
a.

NACO Public Lands and Natural Resources Committee Update. The Board was informed that
the US Fish and Wildlife Service has a proposal to expand the California Condor range for captive
breeding and introduction into new areas of Nevada. It was noted that the next agenda will
include an item for discussion and action on engaging on the issue.
b. The BLM and USFS Greater Sage Grouse Resource Management Plan Amendments. The
Board was reminded that the Fish and Wildlife Service is required to revisit their decision to not
list the Bi-State Sage Grouse and the Board voted to continue working on the issue. They
approved contracting with Resource Concepts to develop comments as necessary on a motion by
Commissioner Wichman with second by Commissioner Dahl. The Board was also informed that
the USFS version of the Greater Sage Grouse Plan is in review and a Record of Decision (ROD) is
expected in June. Items of concern in the Plan include the use only of native vegetation as fire
breaks, a ten-decibel noise impact cap and the 3% disturbance cap. It was also noted that the
proposed Naval and Air Force withdrawals are outside of the potential land closures included
within the plan. Commissioner Goicoechea noted that the 3% cap is not included in the State plan
and it is the practice of the BLM to defer to the State plan, which is a key part of the adoption of
the temporary regulations by the Sage-Brush Ecosystem Council regarding mitigation. The Board
was also informed that BLM ROD was released and that the Center for Biological Diversity is
suing. It was also noted that Jeremy from Resource Concepts is continuing work on comments for
the Administrative Draft of the SEIS.
c. Proposed Federal Legislation Regarding the Funding Formula for PILT (Payment in Lieu of
Taxes). Dagny referenced the federal legislative language included in the Board packet that
would give smaller population counties more funding while not taking away from the larger
counties. The Board voted to support the legislation on a motion by Commissioner Wichman with
second by Commissioner Allan.
d. Update on the National Horse and Burro Rangeland Management Coalition’s 2019 Summit
in Nevada. President Elect French encouraged the Board to register for the Summit and noted
that the purpose for the event is to have a thoughtful and inclusionary discussion on the issue.

16. National Association of Counties and Western Interstate Region Board Member Updates.
Commissioner’s Dahl and Higbee noted that both groups would be meeting at the upcoming Western
Interstate Region meeting in Spokane County Washington in May.
17. NACO Board Member Updates. Updates were given by members of the Board on activities within their
counties.
18. Public Comment. None was given.
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Assembly Bill No. 81–Committee on Judiciary
CHAPTER..........
AN ACT relating to criminal defense; creating the Department of
Indigent Defense Services to oversee criminal defense
services provided to indigent persons in this State; creating
the Board on Indigent Defense Services consisting of various
appointed persons to provide certain direction and advice to
the Executive Director of the Department and to establish
certain policies; requiring the Board to establish the
maximum amount a county may be required to pay for the
provision of indigent defense services; authorizing the Board
to adopt regulations governing indigent defense services;
providing for the transfer of responsibility for the provision
of indigent defense services from certain counties to the State
Public Defender in certain circumstances; allowing such
services to be transferred back to the county in certain
circumstances; and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.
Legislative Counsel’s Digest:
Senate Bill No. 377 of the 2017 Legislative Session created the Nevada Right
to Counsel Commission consisting of 13 voting members appointed by the
Governor, the Legislature and the Nevada Supreme Court. The Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court or his or her designee was to serve as an ex officio nonvoting
member of the Commission. The Commission was charged with conducting a study
during the 2017-2019 interim concerning issues relating to the provision of legal
representation of indigent persons in criminal cases in this State. (Chapter 460,
Statutes of Nevada 2017, p. 2940) The Commission is set to expire on July 1, 2019.
In its place, section 6 of this bill creates the Board on Indigent Defense Services
and designates the manner in which members must be appointed. Members of the
Board serve without compensation, except for per diem allowance and travel
expenses. Section 7 of this bill provides for the organization of the Board, whose
voting members will serve for terms of 3 years and may be reappointed. Voting
members may be removed by the Governor for incompetence, neglect of duty and
certain acts. Section 8 of this bill sets forth the duties of the Board, which include
providing certain direction and advice to the Executive Director of the Department
of Indigent Defense Services, which is created in section 9 of this bill. The
Executive Director of the Department serves at the pleasure of the Governor but
may only be removed for cause. The Board is required to review information
concerning indigent defense services in the State and establish: (1) minimum
standards for the delivery of indigent defense services; and (2) procedures for
receiving and resolving complaints concerning the provision of indigent defense
services. The Board is further required to establish standards for providing indigent
defense services, which include continuing education requirements for attorneys
who provide indigent defense services, uniform tracking of information by such
attorneys and guidelines for maximum caseloads of such attorneys. Section 8
further requires the Board to work with the Dean of the William S. Boyd School of
Law of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, to determine incentives to
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recommend offering law students and attorneys to encourage them to provide
indigent defense services, especially in rural areas of the State.
Section 10 of this bill establishes the duties of the Executive Director of the
Department of Indigent Defense Services, which include overseeing the functions
of the Department, serving as Secretary of the Board, reporting to the Board
regarding the work of the Department, developing the budget for the Department
and preparing an annual report for submission to the Nevada Supreme Court, the
Legislature and the Governor.
Section 11 of this bill requires the Executive Director to select two deputy
directors. Section 12 of this bill makes one deputy director responsible for
overseeing the provision of indigent defense services in certain smaller counties.
This includes having oversight of the State Public Defender, who is moved from
the Department of Health and Human Services to the Department of Indigent
Defense Services in sections 17-19, 21 and 24-26 of this bill. In addition, section
12 charges this deputy director with determining whether attorneys are eligible to
provide indigent defense services in accordance with the requirements established
by the Board. This deputy director will also develop and provide continuing legal
education programs for attorneys who provide indigent defense services and
identify and encourage best practices for delivering effective indigent defense
services.
Section 13 of this bill makes the second deputy director responsible for
reviewing the manner in which indigent defense services are provided throughout
the State. This deputy director will collect information from attorneys about
caseloads, salaries and other information and will conduct on-site visits to
determine whether indigent defense services are being provided in the most
efficient and constitutional manner. If the deputy director determines that a county
is not providing such services in a manner which satisfies minimum standards that
are established by the Board, section 13 requires the deputy director to establish a
corrective action plan with the board of county commissioners for the county.
Section 14 of this bill requires such a plan to be established in collaboration
between the board of county commissioners and the deputy director and then must
be submitted to and approved by the Board. If the board of county commissioners
will have to spend more money than was budgeted in the previous year plus
inflation to comply with the plan, section 14 requires the Executive Director to
include the additional amount in the budget for the Department to help support the
county in providing indigent defense services. If additional money is needed before
the next budget cycle, the Executive Director is required to submit a request to the
Interim Finance Committee for money from the Contingency Account. If the
budget is not approved with the additional amount for the county, a county that is
not required to have an office of public defender, which currently means a county
other than Clark and Washoe Counties, has the option to continue providing
indigent defense services or transfer responsibility for providing such services to
the State Public Defender. In addition, if the county fails to meet the minimum
standards for the provision of indigent defense services within the time set in the
corrective action plan, section 14 requires the deputy director to inform the
Executive Director, who may then recommend establishing another corrective
action plan. For a county that is not required to have an office of public defender
(currently all counties other than Clark and Washoe Counties), the Executive
Director may instead recommend requiring the county to transfer responsibility for
provision of indigent defense services to the State Public Defender. Any
recommendation of the Executive Director is required to be submitted to and
approved by the Board. Once approved, the county is required to comply with the
decision of the Board. In addition, section 8 requires the Board to establish a

-

80th Session (2019)

–3–
formula for determining the maximum amount that a county may be required to pay
for the provision of indigent defense services. This cap also applies when
determining the county responsibility in sections 14 and 23 of this bill.
Sections 20 and 28 of this bill remove obsolete language which requires the
State Public Defender and the county public defender to provide indigent defense
services within the limits of available money to conform with the provisions of this
bill that require appropriate representation be provided to indigent defendants in
every case. Existing law provides for a State Public Defender and requires certain
large counties to establish an office of public defender. (NRS 180.010, 260.010)
Smaller counties are authorized, but not required, to establish an office of public
defender. (NRS 260.010) Sections 22 and 27 of this bill revise these provisions to
address their applicability when a county is required to transfer responsibility for
the provision of indigent defense services to the State Public Defender. (NRS
180.090, 260.010) Section 27 further requires each board of county commissioners
to cooperate with the Board on Indigent Defense Services and the Department of
Indigent Defense Services.
Existing law requires the public defender for a county to make an annual report
to the board of county commissioners. (NRS 260.070) Section 29 of this bill also
requires the public defender to make an annual report to the Department of Indigent
Defense Services and further requires the board of county commissioners of a
county that has a public defender or which contracts for indigent defense services to
provide an annual report to the Department with such information as requested by
the Department.
Section 31 of this bill continues certain definitions applicable to the chapter
governing the State Public Defender that were set to expire. Section 31.3 of this bill
staggers the terms of the members of the Board so that approximately 30 percent of
the members will be appointed each year.
EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted.

WHEREAS, Section 1 of Article 1 of the Nevada Constitution
recognizes the inalienable right of persons to defend life and liberty;
and
WHEREAS, The State is committed to protecting the individual
liberties of persons in this State; and
WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article 1 of the Nevada Constitution
acknowledges that the paramount allegiance of every citizen is due
to the Federal Government in the exercise of all its constitutional
powers as have been or may be defined by the Supreme Court of the
United States; and
WHEREAS, Under the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the
Constitution of the United States, the obligation to provide effective
representation to accused indigent persons at each critical stage of
criminal and delinquency proceedings rests with the states; and
WHEREAS, Accordingly, it is the obligation of the Legislature to
provide the general framework and resources necessary for the
provision of indigent defense services in this State; and
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WHEREAS, Although various counties in the State have accepted
a large part of the responsibility for the provision of indigent
defense, the State remains ultimately responsible for ensuring that
such indigent defense services are properly funded and carried out;
and
WHEREAS, The Legislature must ensure that adequate public
funding is made available so that indigent defense services are
provided by qualified and competent counsel in a manner that is fair
and consistent throughout the State and at all critical stages of a
criminal proceeding; and
WHEREAS, The Legislature must further ensure proper oversight
of the provision of defense to indigent persons in this State and
respond quickly, effectively and adequately to guarantee that the
constitutional mandate of effective assistance of counsel is met;
now, therefore
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. NRS 171.188 is hereby amended to read as follows:
171.188 1. Any defendant charged with a public offense who
is an indigent may, by oral statement to the district judge, justice of
the peace, municipal judge or master, request the appointment of an
attorney to represent the defendant. The record in each such case
must indicate that the defendant was provided an opportunity to
make an oral statement and whether the defendant made such a
statement or declined to request the appointment of an attorney. If
the defendant declined to request the appointment of an attorney,
the record must also indicate that the decision to decline was made
knowingly and voluntarily and with an understanding of the
consequences.
2. The request must be accompanied by the defendant’s
affidavit, which must state:
(a) That the defendant is without means of employing an
attorney; and
(b) Facts with some particularity, definiteness and certainty
concerning the defendant’s financial disability.
3. The district judge, justice of the peace, municipal judge or
master shall forthwith consider the application and shall make such
further inquiry as he or she considers necessary. If the district judge,
justice of the peace, municipal judge or master:
(a) Finds that the defendant is without means of employing an
attorney; and
(b) Otherwise determines that representation is required,
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 the judge, justice or master shall designate the public defender of
the county or the State Public Defender, as appropriate, to represent
the defendant. If the appropriate public defender is unable to
represent the defendant, or other good cause appears, another
attorney must be appointed.
4. The county or State Public Defender must be reimbursed by
the city for costs incurred in appearing in municipal court. The
county shall reimburse the State Public Defender for costs incurred
in appearing in Justice Court [.] , unless the county has transferred
the responsibility to provide all indigent defense services for the
county to the State Public Defender pursuant to section 14 of this
act. If a private attorney is appointed as provided in this section, the
private attorney must be reimbursed by the county for appearance in
Justice Court or the city for appearance in municipal court in an
amount not to exceed $75 per case.
Sec. 1.5. NRS 178.397 is hereby amended to read as follows:
178.397 Every defendant accused of a misdemeanor for which
jail time may be imposed, a gross misdemeanor or a felony and
who is financially unable to obtain counsel is entitled to have
counsel assigned to represent the defendant at every stage of the
proceedings from the defendant’s initial appearance before a
magistrate or the court through appeal, unless the defendant waives
such appointment.
Sec. 2. Chapter 180 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 3 to 15, inclusive of this
act.
Sec. 3. “Board” means the Board on Indigent Defense
Services created by section 6 of this act.
Sec. 3.5. “Department” means the Department of Indigent
Defense Services created by section 9 of this act.
Sec. 4. “Executive Director” means the Executive Director
of the Department.
Sec. 5. (Deleted by amendment.)
Sec. 6. 1. There is hereby created a Board on Indigent
Defense Services within the Department of Indigent Defense
Services, consisting of:
(a) Thirteen voting members appointed as follows:
(1) One member who is an attorney licensed in this State
and a member in good standing of the State Bar of Nevada,
appointed by the Majority Leader of the Senate.
(2) One member who has expertise in the finances of State
Government, appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly.
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(3) One member appointed by the Chief Justice of the
Nevada Supreme Court who:
(I) Is a retired judge or justice who no longer serves as a
judge or justice in any capacity; or
(II) Has expertise in juvenile justice and criminal law.
(4) One member who is an attorney licensed in this State
and a member in good standing of the State Bar of Nevada
appointed by the Governor.
(5) One member selected by the Board of Governors of the
State Bar of Nevada, appointed by the Governor, who:
(I) Is an attorney licensed in this State and a member in
good standing of the State Bar of Nevada; and
(II) Resides in a county whose population is less than
100,000.
(6) Four members selected by the Nevada Association of
Counties who reside in a county whose population is less than
100,000, appointed by the Governor. One member must have
expertise in the finances of local government.
(7) Two members selected by the Board of County
Commissioners of Clark County, appointed by the Governor.
(8) One member selected by the Board of County
Commissioners of Washoe County, appointed by the Governor.
(9) One member selected jointly by the associations of the
State Bar of Nevada who represent members of racial or ethnic
minorities, appointed by the Governor.
(b) The Chief Justice of the Nevada Supreme Court may
designate one person to serve as a nonvoting member to represent
the interests of the Court.
2. In addition to the members appointed pursuant to
subsection 1, the Governor may appoint up to two additional
nonvoting members, one of whom must be upon the
recommendation of the Board of Governors of the State Bar of
Nevada.
3. Each person appointed to the Board must have:
(a) Significant experience providing legal representation to
indigent persons who are charged with public offenses or to
children who are alleged to be delinquent or in need of
supervision;
(b) A demonstrated commitment to providing effective legal
representation to such indigent persons; or
(c) Expertise or experience, as determined by the appointing
authority, which qualifies the person to contribute to the purpose
of the Board or to carrying out any of its functions.
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4. A person must not be appointed to the Board if he or she is
currently serving or employed as:
(a) A judge, justice or judicial officer;
(b) A Legislator or other state officer or employee;
(c) A prosecuting attorney or an employee thereof;
(d) A law enforcement officer or employee of a law
enforcement agency; or
(e) An attorney who in his or her position may obtain any
financial benefit from the policies adopted by the Board.
5. A person must not be appointed to the Board if he or she is
currently employed:
(a) Within the Department of Indigent Defense Services;
(b) By a public defender; or
(c) By any other attorney who provides indigent defense
services pursuant to a contract with a county.
6. Each member of the Board:
(a) Serves without compensation; and
(b) While engaged in the business of the Board, is entitled to
receive the per diem allowance and travel expenses provided for
state officers and employees generally.
7. Each member of the Board who is an officer or employee
of a local government must be relieved from his or her duties
without loss of his or her regular compensation so that the
member may prepare for and attend meetings of the Board and
perform any work necessary to carry out the duties of the Board in
the most timely manner practicable. A local government shall not
require an officer or employee who is a member of the Board to
make up the time the member is absent from work to carry out his
or her duties as a member, and shall not require the member to
take annual vacation or compensatory time for the absence.
Sec. 7. 1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
voting members of the Board on Indigent Defense Services are
appointed for a term of 3 years and may be reappointed.
2. The Chair of the Board must be selected at the first
meeting from among the voting members of the Board and serves
until July 1 of the next year. The Chair for the following year
must be selected in the same manner before the expiration of the
current term of the sitting Chair. The Chair may be selected to
serve another term as Chair.
3. The Governor may remove a voting member of the Board
for incompetence, neglect of duty, committing any act that
constitutes moral turpitude, misfeasance, malfeasance or
nonfeasance in office or for any other good cause.
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4. A vacancy on the Board must be filled in the same manner
as the original appointment by the appointing authority for the
remainder of the unexpired term.
5. The Board shall meet regularly upon a call of the Chair.
An affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Board is
required to take any action.
Sec. 8. 1. The Board on Indigent Defense Services shall:
(a) Receive reports from the Executive Director and provide
direction to the Executive Director concerning measures to be
taken by the Department to ensure that indigent defense services
are provided in an effective manner throughout this State.
(b) Review information from the Department regarding
caseloads of attorneys who provide indigent defense services.
(c) Direct the Executive Director to conduct any additional
audit, investigation or review the Board deems necessary to
determine whether minimum standards in the provision of
indigent defense services are being followed and provided in
compliance with constitutional requirements.
(d) Work with the Executive Director to develop procedures for
the mandatory collection of data concerning the provision of
indigent defense services, including the manner in which such
services are provided.
(e) Provide direction to the Executive Director concerning
annual reports and review drafts of such reports.
(f) Review and approve the budget for the Department.
(g) Review any recommendations of the Executive Director
concerning improvements to the criminal justice system and
legislation to improve the provision of indigent defense services in
this State.
(h) Provide advice and recommendations to the Executive
Director on any other matter.
2. In addition to the duties set forth in subsection 1, the
Board shall:
(a) Establish minimum standards for the delivery of indigent
defense services to ensure that such services meet the
constitutional requirements and do not create any type of
economic disincentive or impair the ability of the defense attorney
to provide effective representation.
(b) Establish a procedure to receive complaints and
recommendations concerning the provision of indigent defense
services from any interested person including, without limitation,
judges, defendants, attorneys and members of the public.
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(c) Work with the Department to develop resolutions to
complaints or to carry out recommendations.
(d) Adopt regulations establishing standards for the provision
of indigent defense services including, without limitation:
(1) Establishing requirements for specific continuing
education and experience for attorneys who provide indigent
defense services.
(2) Requiring attorneys who provide indigent defense
services to track their time and provide reports, and requiring the
State Public Defender and counties that employ attorneys or
otherwise contract for the provision of indigent defense services to
require or include a provision in the employment or other contract
requiring compliance with the regulations.
(3) Establishing standards to ensure that attorneys who
provide indigent defense services track and report information in a
uniform manner.
(4) Establishing guidelines to be used to determine the
maximum caseloads for attorneys who provide indigent defense
services.
(5) Requiring the Department of Indigent Defense Services
and each county that employs or contracts for the provision of
indigent defense services to ensure, to the greatest extent possible,
consistency in the representation of indigent defendants so that
the same attorney represents a defendant through every stage of
the case without delegating the representation to others, except
that administrative and other tasks which do not affect the rights
of the defendant may be delegated. A provision must be included
in each employment or other contract of an attorney providing
indigent defense services to require compliance with the
regulations.
(e) Establish recommendations for the manner in which an
attorney who is appointed to provide indigent defense services may
request and receive reimbursement for expenses related to trial,
including, without limitation, expenses for expert witnesses and
investigators.
(f) Work with the Executive Director and the Dean of the
William S. Boyd School of Law of the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas, or his or her designee, to determine incentives to
recommend offering to law students and attorneys to encourage
them to provide indigent defense services, especially in rural areas
of the State.
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(g) Review laws and recommend legislation to ensure indigent
defendants are represented in the most effective and constitutional
manner.
3. The Board shall adopt regulations to establish a formula
for determining the maximum amount that a county may be
required to pay for the provision of indigent defense services.
4. The Board shall adopt any additional regulations it deems
necessary or convenient to carry out the duties of the Board and
the provisions of this chapter.
Sec. 9. 1. The Department of Indigent Defense Services is
hereby created.
2. The Executive Director of the Department must be
appointed by the Governor from a list of three persons
recommended by the Board.
3. The Executive Director:
(a) Is in the unclassified service of this State;
(b) Serves at the pleasure of the Governor, except that the
Executive Director may only be removed upon a finding of
incompetence, neglect of duty, commission of an act that
constitutes moral turpitude, misfeasance, malfeasance or
nonfeasance in office or for any other good cause;
(c) Must be an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of
Nevada; and
(d) Must devote his or her entire time to his or her duties and
shall not engage in any other gainful employment or occupation.
4. The Executive Director may, within the limits of money
available for this purpose, employ or enter into a contract for the
services of such employees or consultants as is necessary to carry
out the provisions of this chapter.
Sec. 10. 1. The Executive Director shall:
(a) Oversee all of the functions of the Department of Indigent
Defense Services;
(b) Serve as the Secretary of the Board without additional
compensation;
(c) Report to the Board on Indigent Defense Services
regarding the work of the Department and provide such
information to the Board as directed by the Board;
(d) Assist the Board in determining necessary and appropriate
regulations to assist in carrying out the responsibilities of the
Department;
(e) Establish the proposed budget for the Department and
submit the proposed budget for approval of the Board;
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(f) Prepare an annual report concerning indigent defense
services in this State which includes information collected by the
Department and such other information as requested by the
Board; and
(g) Take any other actions necessary to ensure that adequate
and appropriate indigent defense services are provided in this
State.
2. The report prepared pursuant to paragraph (f) of
subsection 1 must be submitted for input from the Board. The
final report must be submitted on or before July 1 of each year to
the Nevada Supreme Court, the Legislature and the Office of the
Governor. The report may include any recommendations for
legislation to improve indigent defense services in this State.
Sec. 11. 1. In addition to the Executive Director, the
Department must include not fewer than two deputy directors
selected by the Executive Director who serve at the pleasure of the
Executive Director.
2. The deputy directors:
(a) Must be attorneys licensed to practice law in the State of
Nevada;
(b) Are in the unclassified service of this State; and
(c) Shall devote their entire time to their duties and shall not
engage in any other gainful employment or occupation.
Sec. 12. One deputy director selected pursuant to section 11
of this act must be responsible for:
1. Overseeing the provision of indigent defense services in
counties whose population is less than 100,000. Such oversight
must include, without limitation:
(a) Oversight of the State Public Defender; and
(b) Determining whether attorneys meet the requirements
established by the Board on Indigent Defense Services to be
eligible to provide indigent defense services and maintaining a list
of such attorneys.
2. Developing and providing continuing legal education
programs for attorneys who provide indigent defense services.
3. Identifying and encouraging best practices for delivering
the most effective indigent defense services.
4. Providing assistance to counties that must revise the
manner in which indigent defense services are provided as a result
of the regulations adopted by the Board pursuant to section 8 of
this act. Such assistance may include, without limitation,
assistance developing a plan and estimating the cost to carry out
the plan.
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Sec. 13. One deputy director selected pursuant to section 11
of this act must be responsible for reviewing the manner in which
indigent defense services are provided throughout the State. To
carry out this responsibility, the deputy director shall:
1. Obtain information from attorneys relating to caseloads,
salaries paid to criminal defense attorneys and the manner in
which indigent defense services are provided.
2. Conduct on-site visits of court proceedings throughout the
State to determine the manner in which indigent defense services
are provided, including, without limitation, whether:
(a) Minimum standards for the provision of indigent defense
services established by the Board on Indigent Defense Services are
being followed;
(b) Court rules regarding the provision of indigent defense
services are being followed;
(c) Indigent defendants are being asked to provide
reimbursement for their representation or to take any other
actions that violate the constitution, any law, a court rule or a
regulation of the Board; and
(d) Representation of indigent defendants is being provided in
an effective manner.
3. Report to the other deputy director upon a determination
that any person is providing indigent defense services in an
ineffective or otherwise inappropriate manner.
4. Recommend entering into a corrective action plan with any
board of county commissioners of a county which is not meeting
the minimum standards for the provision of indigent defense
services or is in any other manner deficient in the provision of
such services.
Sec. 14. 1. If a corrective action plan is recommended
pursuant to section 13 of this act, the deputy director and the
board of county commissioners must collaborate on the manner in
which the county will meet the minimum standards for the
provision of indigent defense services and the time by which the
county must meet those minimum standards. Any disagreement
must be resolved by the Board. Each corrective action plan must
be submitted to and approved by the Board.
2. If the plan established pursuant to subsection 1 will cause
the county to expend more money than budgeted by the county in
the previous budget year plus inflation for the provision of
indigent defense services, the Executive Director shall include the
additional amount needed by the county in the next budget for
the Department of Indigent Defense Services to help support the
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indigent defense services provided by the county. If additional
money is needed to carry out the plan before the next budget cycle,
the Executive Director shall submit a request to the Interim
Finance Committee for an allocation from the Contingency
Account pursuant to NRS 353.266 to cover the additional costs.
3. For any county that is not required to have an office of
public defender pursuant to NRS 260.010, if the additional
amount included in the budget of the Department pursuant to
subsection 2 is not approved, the board of county commissioners
for the county to which the amount applies may determine
whether to continue providing indigent defense services for the
county or enter into an agreement with the Executive Director to
transfer responsibility for the provision of such services to the
State Public Defender.
4. If a county does not meet the minimum standards for the
provision of indigent defense services within the period established
in the corrective action plan for the county, the deputy director
shall inform the Executive Director.
5. Upon being informed by the deputy director pursuant to
subsection 4 that a county has not complied with a corrective
action plan, the Executive Director must review information
regarding the provision of indigent defense services in the county
and determine whether to recommend establishing another
corrective action plan with the board of county commissioners of
the county. For a county that is not required to have an office of
public defender pursuant to NRS 260.010, the Executive Director
may instead recommend requiring the board of county
commissioners to transfer responsibility for the provision of all
indigent defense services for the county to the State Public
Defender. The recommendation of the Executive Director must be
submitted to and approved by the Board. Once approved, the board
of county commissioners shall comply with the decision of the
Board.
6. If a county is required to transfer or voluntarily transfers
responsibility for the provision of all indigent defense services for
the county to the State Public Defender:
(a) The board of county commissioners for the county shall
notify the State Public Defender in writing on or before March 1
of the next odd-numbered year and the responsibilities must
transfer at a specified time on or after July 1 of the same year in
which the notice was given, as determined by the Executive
Director.
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(b) The board of county commissioners for the county shall
pay the State Public Defender in the same manner and in an
amount determined in the same manner as other counties for
which the State Public Defender has responsibility for the
provision of indigent defense services. The amount that a county
may be required to pay must not exceed the maximum amount
determined using the formula established by the Board pursuant
to section 8 of this act.
Sec. 15. 1. A county that transfers responsibility for the
provision of indigent defense services to the State Public Defender
pursuant to section 14 of this act may seek to have the
responsibility transferred back to the county by submitting a
request to the Executive Director in writing on or before
December 31 of an even-numbered year.
2. Upon finding that the county is able to meet minimum
standards for the provision of indigent defense services, the
Executive Director shall approve transferring the responsibility
for the provision of indigent defense services to the county.
3. If the Executive Director denies a request to transfer
responsibility for the provision of indigent defense services to a
county, the Executive Director must inform the board of county
commissioners for the county of the reasons for the denial and
the issues that must be resolved before the responsibility for the
provision of indigent defense services will be transferred to the
county.
4. If the Executive Director approves a request to transfer
responsibility for the provision of indigent defense services to the
county, the board of county commissioners for the county shall
notify the State Public Defender in writing on or before March 1
of the next odd-numbered year and the responsibilities must
transfer at a specified time on or after July 1 of the same year in
which the notice was given, as determined by the Executive
Director.
Sec. 16. NRS 180.002 is hereby amended to read as follows:
180.002 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
requires, the words and terms defined in NRS 180.003 and 180.004
and sections 3, 3.5 and 4 of this act have the meanings ascribed to
them in those sections.
Sec. 17. NRS 180.010 is hereby amended to read as follows:
180.010 1. The Office of State Public Defender is hereby
created within the Department of [Health and Human] Indigent
Defense Services.
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2. The Governor shall appoint the State Public Defender for a
term of 4 years, and until a successor is appointed and qualified.
3. The State Public Defender is responsible to the Executive
Director.
4. The State Public Defender:
(a) Must be an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of
Nevada.
(b) Is in the unclassified service of the State [.] and serves at the
pleasure of the Executive Director.
(c) Except as otherwise provided in NRS 7.065, shall not engage
in the private practice of law.
[4.] 5. No officer or agency of the State, other than the
[Governor and the Director of the Department of Health and Human
Services,] Executive Director and the deputy director selected by
the Executive Director pursuant to section 11 of this act who is
responsible for carrying out the duties provided in section 12 of
this act may supervise the State Public Defender. No officer or
agency of the State, other than the [Governor,] Executive Director
or deputy director selected by the Executive Director pursuant to
section 11 of this act who is responsible for carrying out the duties
provided in section 12 of this act may assign the State Public
Defender duties in addition to those prescribed by this chapter.
Secs. 18 and 19. (Deleted by amendment.)
Sec. 20. NRS 180.060 is hereby amended to read as follows:
180.060 1. The State Public Defender may, before being
designated as counsel for that person pursuant to NRS 171.188,
interview an indigent person when the indigent person has been
arrested and confined for a public offense or for questioning on
suspicion of having committed a public offense.
2. The State Public Defender shall, when designated pursuant
to NRS 62D.030, 62D.100, 171.188 or 432B.420, [and within the
limits of available money,] represent without charge each indigent
person for whom the State Public Defender is appointed.
3. When representing an indigent person, the State Public
Defender shall:
(a) Counsel and defend the indigent person at every stage of the
proceedings, including revocation of probation or parole; and
(b) Prosecute any appeals or other remedies before or after
conviction that the State Public Defender considers to be in the
interests of justice.
4. In cases of postconviction proceedings and appeals arising in
counties in which the office of public defender has been created
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 260 of NRS, where the matter
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is to be presented to the appellate court of competent jurisdiction
pursuant to the rules fixed by the Supreme Court pursuant to Section
4 of Article 6 of the Nevada Constitution, the State Public Defender
shall prepare and present the case and the public defender of the
county shall assist and cooperate with the State Public Defender.
5. The State Public Defender may contract with any county in
which the office of public defender has been created to provide
representation for indigent persons when the court, for cause,
disqualifies the county public defender or when the county public
defender is otherwise unable to provide representation.
Sec. 21. NRS 180.080 is hereby amended to read as follows:
180.080 1. The State Public Defender shall submit:
(a) A report on or before December 1 of each year to the
[Governor] Executive Director and to each participating county
containing a statement of:
(1) The number of cases that are pending in each
participating county;
(2) The number of cases in each participating county that
were closed in the previous fiscal year;
(3) The total number of criminal defendants represented in
each participating county with separate categories specifying the
crimes charged and whether the defendant was less than 18 years of
age or an adult;
(4) The total number of working hours spent by the State
Public Defender and the State Public Defender’s staff on work for
each participating county; [and]
(5) The amount and categories of the expenditures made by
the State Public Defender’s office [.] ; and
(6) Such other information as requested by the Executive
Director of the Department of Indigent Defense Services or the
Board on Indigent Defense Services.
(b) To each participating county, on or before December 1 of
each even-numbered year, the total proposed budget of the State
Public Defender for that county, including the projected number of
cases and the projected cost of services attributed to the county for
the next biennium.
(c) Such reports to the Legislative Commission as the
regulations of the Commission require.
2. As used in this section, “participating county” means each
county in which the [office of public defender has not been created
pursuant to NRS 260.010.] State Public Defender acts as the public
defender for the county.
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Sec. 22. NRS 180.090 is hereby amended to read as follows:
180.090 Except as provided in subsections 4 and 5 of NRS
180.060, the provisions of [this chapter] NRS 180.010 to 180.100,
inclusive, apply only to counties in which the office of public
defender has not been created pursuant to the provisions of chapter
260 of NRS.
Sec. 23. NRS 180.110 is hereby amended to read as follows:
180.110 1. Each fiscal year the State Public Defender may
collect from the counties amounts which do not exceed those
authorized by the Legislature for use of the State Public Defender’s
services during that year. The amount that a county may be
required to pay must not exceed the maximum amount determined
using the formula established by the Board pursuant to section 8
of this act.
2. The State Public Defender shall submit to the county an
estimate on or before the first day of May and that estimate becomes
the final bill unless the county is notified of a change within 2 weeks
after the date on which the county contribution is approved by the
Legislature. The county shall pay the bill:
(a) In full within 30 days after the estimate becomes the final
bill or the county receives the revised estimate; or
(b) In equal quarterly installments on or before the 1st day of
July, October, January and April, respectively.
 The counties shall pay their respective amounts to the State
Public Defender who shall deposit the amounts with the Treasurer
of the State of Nevada and shall expend the money in accordance
with the State Public Defender’s approved budget.
Secs. 24 and 25. (Deleted by amendment.)
Sec. 26. NRS 232.320 is hereby amended to read as follows:
232.320 1. The Director:
(a) Shall appoint, with the consent of the Governor,
administrators of the divisions of the Department, who are
respectively designated as follows:
(1) The Administrator of the Aging and Disability Services
Division;
(2) The Administrator of the Division of Welfare and
Supportive Services;
(3) The Administrator of the Division of Child and Family
Services;
(4) The Administrator of the Division of Health Care
Financing and Policy; and
(5) The Administrator of the Division of Public and
Behavioral Health.
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(b) Shall administer, through the divisions of the Department,
the provisions of chapters 63, 424, 425, 427A, 432A to 442,
inclusive, 446 to 450, inclusive, 458A and 656A of NRS, NRS
127.220 to 127.310, inclusive, 422.001 to 422.410, inclusive,
422.580, 432.010 to 432.133, inclusive, 432B.621 to 432B.626,
inclusive, 444.002 to 444.430, inclusive, and 445A.010 to
445A.055, inclusive, and all other provisions of law relating to the
functions of the divisions of the Department, but is not responsible
for the clinical activities of the Division of Public and Behavioral
Health or the professional line activities of the other divisions.
(c) Shall administer any state program for persons with
developmental disabilities established pursuant to the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of
2000, 42 U.S.C. §§ 15001 et seq.
(d) Shall, after considering advice from agencies of local
governments and nonprofit organizations which provide social
services, adopt a master plan for the provision of human services in
this State. The Director shall revise the plan biennially and deliver a
copy of the plan to the Governor and the Legislature at the
beginning of each regular session. The plan must:
(1) Identify and assess the plans and programs of the
Department for the provision of human services, and any
duplication of those services by federal, state and local agencies;
(2) Set forth priorities for the provision of those services;
(3) Provide for communication and the coordination of those
services among nonprofit organizations, agencies of local
government, the State and the Federal Government;
(4) Identify the sources of funding for services provided by
the Department and the allocation of that funding;
(5) Set forth sufficient information to assist the Department
in providing those services and in the planning and budgeting for the
future provision of those services; and
(6) Contain any other information necessary for the
Department to communicate effectively with the Federal
Government concerning demographic trends, formulas for the
distribution of federal money and any need for the modification of
programs administered by the Department.
(e) May, by regulation, require nonprofit organizations and state
and local governmental agencies to provide information regarding
the programs of those organizations and agencies, excluding
detailed information relating to their budgets and payrolls, which the
Director deems necessary for the performance of the duties imposed
upon him or her pursuant to this section.
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(f) Has such other powers and duties as are provided by law.
2. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Director, or
the Director’s designee, is responsible for appointing and removing
subordinate officers and employees of the Department . [, other than
the State Public Defender of the Office of State Public Defender
who is appointed pursuant to NRS 180.010.]
Sec. 27. NRS 260.010 is hereby amended to read as follows:
260.010 1. In counties whose population is 100,000 or more,
the boards of county commissioners shall [create] provide by
ordinance for the office of public defender.
2. Except as otherwise provided by subsection 4 [,] and except
if the county voluntarily transfers or has been required to transfer
responsibility for the provision of indigent defense services to the
State Public Defender pursuant to section 14 of this act, in
counties whose population is less than 100,000, boards of county
commissioners may in their respective counties [create] provide by
ordinance, at the beginning of a fiscal year, for the office of public
defender.
3. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, if a board of
county commissioners intends to [create] provide by ordinance for
the office of county public defender, the board shall notify the State
Public Defender in writing on or before March 1 of any oddnumbered year and the office may not be created before July 1 of
the same year in which the notice was given.
4. If the county contribution approved by the Legislature
exceeds the estimate provided to the county on December 1 by more
than 10 percent for either year of the biennium, the board of county
commissioners may [create] provide for the office of county public
defender on July 1 of the next even-numbered year if the board
notifies the State Public Defender on or before March 1 of the same
year in which the office is to be created.
5. The office of public defender when created must be filled by
appointment by the board of county commissioners.
6. The public defender serves at the pleasure of the board of
county commissioners.
7. Each board of county commissioners shall cooperate with
the Board on Indigent Defense Services created by section 6 of
this act and the Department of Indigent Defense Services created
by section 9 of this act. The board of county commissioners shall:
(a) Ensure that data and information requested by the Board
or Department is collected and maintained; and
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(b) Provide such information and reports concerning the
provision of indigent defense services as requested by the Board or
the Department.
8. As used in this section, “indigent defense services” has the
meaning ascribed to it in NRS 180.004.
Sec. 28. NRS 260.050 is hereby amended to read as follows:
260.050 1. The public defender may, before being designated
as counsel for that person pursuant to NRS 171.188, interview an
indigent person when he or she has been arrested and confined for a
public offense or for questioning on suspicion of having committed
a public offense.
2. The public defender shall, when designated pursuant to NRS
62D.030, 171.188 or 432B.420, [and within the limits of available
money,] represent without charge each indigent person for whom he
or she is appointed.
3. When representing an indigent person, the public defender
shall:
(a) Counsel and defend the person at every stage of the
proceedings, including revocation of probation or parole; and
(b) Prosecute, subject to the provisions of subsection 4 of NRS
180.060, any appeals or other remedies before or after conviction
that he or she considers to be in the interests of justice.
Sec. 29. NRS 260.070 is hereby amended to read as follows:
260.070 1. The public defender shall make an annual report
to [the] :
(a) The board of county commissioners covering all cases
handled by his or her office during the preceding year.
(b) The Department of Indigent Defense Services created by
section 9 of this act which includes any information required by
the Department.
2. The board of county commissioners of each county with a
public defender or which contracts for indigent defense services
shall provide an annual report to the Department on or before
May 1 of each year. The report must include any information
requested by the Department concerning the provision of indigent
defense services in the county and must include, without
limitation, the plan for the provision of indigent defense services
for the county for the next fiscal year.
3. As used in this section, “indigent defense services” has the
meaning ascribed to it in NRS 180.004.
Sec. 30. (Deleted by amendment.)
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Sec. 31. Section 35 of chapter 460, Statutes of Nevada 2017,
at page 2943, is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 35. 1. This act becomes effective on July 1, 2017
. [, and expires]
2. Sections 1, 3, 5, 6 and 8 to 34, inclusive, of this act
expire by limitation on June 30, 2019.
Sec. 31.3. The members of the Board on Indigent Defense
Services created by section 6 of this act shall serve initial terms
ending on:
1. June 30, 2022, for the members appointed by the Chief
Justice of the Nevada Supreme Court, the Majority Leader of the
Senate, the Speaker of the Assembly and the Governor pursuant to
subparagraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of paragraph (a) of subsection 1
of section 6 of this act.
2. June 30, 2021, for two of the members selected by the
Nevada Association of Counties pursuant to subparagraph (6) of
paragraph (a) of subsection 1 of section 6 of this act, as determined
by the Nevada Association of Counties.
3. June 30, 2021, for the member selected by the Board of
County Commissioners of Washoe County pursuant to
subparagraph (8) of paragraph (a) of subsection 1 of section 6 of this
act and one of the members selected by the Board of County
Commissioners of Clark County pursuant to subparagraph (7) of
paragraph (a) of subsection 1 of section 6 of this act, as determined
by the respective Boards.
4. June 30, 2020, for all of the remaining members.
Sec. 31.5. (Deleted by amendment.)
Sec. 32. The provisions of subsection 1 of NRS 218D.380 do
not apply to any provision of this act which adds or revises a
requirement to submit a report to the Legislature.
Sec. 33. This act becomes effective:
1. Upon passage and approval for the purpose of recruiting and
selecting the Executive Director and employees of the Department
of Indigent Defense Services created by section 9 of this act, and
performing any other preliminary administrative tasks that are
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
2. Upon passage and approval for the purpose of appointing
members to the Board on Indigent Defense Services created by
section 6 of this act. Members must be appointed by the Governor,
the Majority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the Assembly and
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, as applicable, as soon as
practicable and assume their positions on July 1, 2019.
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3.

On October 1, 2019, for all other purposes.
20

-

~~~~~
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3.

On October 1, 2019, for all other purposes.
20

-

~~~~~
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The following links and/or pages are support for agenda
Item 12

NEVADA ECONOMIC ASSESSEMENT PROJECT
The University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, University Center for Economic Development, College of Agriculture,
Biotechnology, and Natural Resources, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and Nevada Association
of Counties are sponsoring a statewide initiative: Nevada Economic Assessment Project (NEAP).
This project is led by Community Economic Specialists Buddy Borden and Dr. Tom Harris, of the Cooperative Extension
and University of Center for Economic Development. The project focuses on providing Nevada’s counties, state and
federal agencies, and their partners with quantitative and qualitative baseline data and analyses to better understand the
counties’ demographic, social, economic, fiscal, and environmental characteristics, trends, and impacts. The data can be
used for land use and project planning, grant writing, and overall policy assessment.
The long-term goal is to develop and maintain an extensive data repository and set of analytical tools that are meaningful,
consistent, and verifiable.
Multiple documents will be published for each county
in Nevada, including:
• Socioeconomic Baseline Report
• Impact Analysis Report
• Infographic Fact Sheets

NEAP County Process
The NEAP program team will spend approximately
three months with each county.
Month 1:
Program introduction to the community
• Presentation to the County Commissioners
• Data collection, assembly, and analysis
• Draft report preparation
Month 2:
Draft reports
• Preliminary reports presented to County
Commission and the community
• Conduct community asset mapping
processes
• Compile feedback and assets into reports
Month 3:
Finalize and distribute completed reports
• Socioeconomic Baseline Report
• Economic Empact Assessment Report
• Infographic Fact Sheets

The socioeconomic baseline report consists of six
sections which are covered in detail on the back of
this page. While the first five sections are captured
mostly via third-party, respected data sources
(Census Bureau, NV Department of Taxation, etc.),
the assets section requires a combination of a
quantitative and qualitative approach. This is the goal
of the ‘Month 2’ community asset mapping sessions
led by Extension Specialist Dr. Marlene Rebori.

NEAP Is Sponsored By:

Ongoing After Completion:
After completion of final reports, the NEAP program
team will continue to work with the county and the
community
• Provide ongoing technical and educational
support
• Digitize data and reports to allow ongoing
access
• Continually update the data and reports to
provide the most accurate information
Contact Information
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension
8050 Paradise Rd., Ste. 100
Las Vegas, NV 89123
EconDev@unce.unr.edu

NEAP County Socioeconomic Baseline Report Sections
Demographic Characteristics
This section includes demographic measures of population, gender, age, race and ethnicity, households and families,
housing, housing occupancy, housing owner/renter status, housing structure type, housing age, and veteran
demographics. These measures act as the core of the county baseline, gauging the lifespan of the community, the
community makeup, and, to an extent, the community culture.
Social Characteristics
This section includes social measures of educational attainment, veterans, and school districts. It also details poverty,
showing the difference between the poverty threshold and guidelines and poverty measures for the county and state.
These data measures determine need or revaluation for community assistance programs; gaps or successes in general
school planning and budgeting; etc.
Economic Characteristics
This section includes measures of household and family income, employment and unemployment, labor force, total
jobs, per capita income, and personal income totals. Signs of economic wellbeing, unemployment, inflow and
outflow, income trends, county business output, and underprivileged instances, are all key in mapping out programs,
reshaping business models, or, for individuals, even developing a career path.
Land Use and Fiscal Characteristics
This section includes measures of land use within the county and various fiscal measurements. Under the land
portion, measures include: land ownership, land coverage, federal land payments, and the distribution of those
payments. Under the fiscal heading, measures include: taxable sales, ad valorem, gaming taxes, and the revenue,
expenditure, and balance of the county general fund. Measures of land use are important for private sector and
government parties interested in development or reorganization.

NAICS Economic Characteristics
This section includes a breakdown of industry sectors with measures of jobs, businesses, earnings, sales, exports,
imports, and taxes paid. This information is important for business owners, so that they can shape their business
models, government officials, in order to examine decisions, and even employees, who may be interested in
identifying patterns across industries in order to determine a career path.
Community Assets
This section measures infrastructure, which is the foundation of each county, and assets, which are the specific
resources that help make up the infrastructure. This section will also measure the bulk of outdoor activities associated
with the use of public and private land. The goal of this section is to account for activity and its effect on community
development. These county asset measures include schools, roads, water, power, cellular phone coverage, internet,
state monuments, parks, and police and fire agencies.

The University of Nevada, Reno is committed to providing a place of work and learning free of discrimination
on the basis of a person's age, disability, whether actual or perceived by others (including service-connected
disabilities), gender (including pregnancy related conditions), military status or military obligations, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, genetic information, national origin, race, or religion. Where
discrimination is found to have occurred, the University will act to stop the discrimination, to prevent its
recurrence, to remedy its effects, and to discipline those responsible.
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Motor Vehicles
Motor Carrier Division
MEMORANDUM
From

Dawn Lietz, Administrator
DMV/Motor Carrier Division
Phone (775) 684-4626
Fax (775) 684-4619
DLietz@dmv.nv.gov
To:
Subject:
Date:

Various Stakeholders
Passage of SB48
June 13, 2019

During the 80th Legislative Session, SB48 was passed and approved by the Governor.
Below you will find specifics of the bill.
Overview: SB48 authorizes counties with a population under 100,000 to enact a diesel
tax up to $.05 per gallon through ordinance by the county commissioners in such
counties. The ordinance must be passed by a 2/3 majority of the commissioners; or by a
majority of the registered voters during a general election where a question to impose
such tax is balloted.
Facts:
• Effective on or after January 1, 2020
• Applies only to products meeting the ASTM D975 standard for diesel fuel.
• Must be approved through ordinance by 2/3 of the Commissioners elected to the
County it represents; or by a majority of the registered voters during a general
election if a question concerning the imposition of the tax is brought before the
people.
• Cannot exceed $.05 per gallon, but can be less.
o If a lesser amount is approved, the same process must be followed to make
any increase, up to the full $.05.
• In a county selling 10,000,000 or more gallons of diesel fuel, 20% of the
additional tax collected will be withheld monthly by the DMV and placed in an
interest bearing account. That money is to provide refunds for consumers
registered through the International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) who also meet
the qualifications for refund. Any money remaining at the end of each fiscal year
will be returned to the county it was collected from.
o The county is obligated to return up to 50% of the 20% withheld to the
Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) for specific use as defined
in the bill. The amount remitted to NDOT will be less if refunds to IFTA
claimants were made from the 20% withheld.
If you have any additional questions, please reach out to Dagny Stapleton,
dstapleton@nvnaco.org or 1.775.883-7863.
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www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/06/13/2019-12195/national-environmental-policy-act-nepacompliance
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