




Public Health in Nebraska

Public health is the science of protecting and improving the health of 
people and their communities (CDC)

Local Health Departments in Nebraska are “decentralized.”

Each Department 

▪ Functions independently and according to State Statute

▪ Has its own Board of Health – Governing board – meets a minimum 
of 4 times a year, but ideally 6 times

▪ Determines its own priorities

▪ Forms contracts and agreements individually

▪ Is a member of Nebraska Association of Local Health Directors



Six Functions of the Board of Health
Public Developed by the National 

Association of Local Boards of Health 
in Nebraska

1. Policy Development

2. Resource Stewardship

3. Legal Authority

4. Partner Engagement

5. Continuous Improvement

6. Oversight

See hand out for definitions of each of these.
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*Environmental Health Expansion: 
Coming Soon to a health department near you!
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