
Developing a 
County Resource Management Plan



State of Utah’s H.B. 323 – Resource Management 
Planning by Local Governments

This bill:

▪ requires a county to develop a resource management plan as a part of the county's 
general plan;

▪ establishes content requirements for a county's resource management plan;

▪ requires the state to provide information and technical assistance to a county;

▪ requires a county planning commission to coordinate with other counties;

▪ establishes a county's general plan as a basis for coordinating with the federal 
government;

▪ establishes administrative duties of the Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office with 
regard to county resource management plans



…as a basis for communicating and coordinating with the federal government on 
land and resource management issues.

The general plan shall contain a resource management plan to provide for the
protection, conservation, development, and managed use of resources that are 
critical to the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the county and of the 
state.

The resource management plan shall:
be centered on the following core resources ---

For each item listed under [core resources], a county's resource management plan
shall:

(i) establish any relevant findings pertaining to the item;
(ii) establish clearly defined objectives; and
(iii) outline general policies and guidelines on how the objectives described 

are to be accomplished.

State of Utah’s H.B. 323 – Resource Management Planning 
by Local Governments - Requirements



Funding Utah’s County Resource Management Plans

▪ Community Impact Board -
$50,000 per county to each of the 
seven Association of 
Governments (AOG) 

▪ Data Collection

▪ Utah State Legislature - $50,000 
per county

▪ Report preparation

▪ $25,000 up-front

▪ $25,000 upon 
completion/adoption



Resources

▪ economic considerations

▪ agriculture

▪ air quality

▪ cultural, historical, geological, 
and paleontological resources

▪ ditches and canals

▪ energy resources

▪ fire management

▪ fisheries

▪ flood plains and river terraces

▪ forest management

▪ irrigation

▪ land access

▪ land use

▪ law enforcement

▪ livestock and grazing

▪ mineral resources

▪ mining

▪ noxious weeds

▪ predator control

▪ recreation and tourism

▪ riparian areas

▪ threatened, endangered, and 
sensitive species

▪ water rights

▪ water quality and hydrology

▪ wetlands

▪ wild and scenic rivers

▪ wilderness

▪ wildlife



Pulling it all together
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Gather 
Relevant 
Resource 

Data

“Existing 
Conditions”

• State agency and university resource specialists were identified
• Templates created
• Drafts reviewed

• AOGs created a database of information that counties could utilize

Wasatch Front Regional Council
Southeast Utah Association of Local Governments

• Writing workshops were held regionally

• Regional webinars and file sharing

http://www.wfrc.org/new_wfrc/crmp/agriculture/
http://gis.bio-west.com/seualgresources/agriculture/
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http://beaver.utah.gov/DocumentCenter/View/829
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Develop 
Policies and 
Guidelines





Assemble 
Plan

Counties could assemble plan however they liked, as long as 
Findings, Objectives, and Policies were addressed for all 28 resources

UINTAH (CRMP lite) KANE

http://co.uintah.ut.us/document_center/CommunityDevelopment/Uintah_Resource_Management_Plan___FINAL__Web_File.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1em2-Ckt0nqKXu6GDStbV2iz0ONV408rA


Adoption and Utilization

▪ Draft RMPs were presented at Planning Commission meetings

▪ Public input

▪ Final RMPs were adopted by Planning Commission, as an amendment 
to the general plan

▪ RMPs are being used to coordinate with Forest Plan Revisions, with 
State Agencies, in comment letters 



Questions?

Brianne Emery 

801.537.9844
brianneemery@utah.gov 

http://publiclands.utah.gov/current-projects/rmp/


