
 
NEVADA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (NACO) 

Board of Directors’ Meeting 
August 28, 2026, 9:30am 
NACO Conference Room 
304 S. Minnesota Street 
Carson City, NV 89703 

 
ADOPTED MINUTES 

 
 
Attendance: President Gardner, Vice President Keller, Past President Andreozzi, Carson City 
Supervisor Giomi, Esmeralda County Commissioner Perez, Humboldt County Commissioner Tipton, 
Lander County Commissioner Helming, Lincoln County Commissioner Reese, Pershing County 
Commissioner Crim, Storey County Commissioner Carmona, Washoe County Commissioner 
Herman, White Pine County Commissioner Carson, Fiscal Officer Kalt and NACO Staff (Amy Hyne-
Sutherland, Jennifer Berthiaume, and Amanda Berg) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:31 a.m. 
 

1. Public Comment. None was given. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda. The agenda was approved as presented on a motion by Vice President 
Keller with second by Supervisor Giomi. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes of July 31, 2026, NACO Board of Directors Meeting. The minutes 
were approved as presented on a motion by Vice President Keller with second by Past 
President Andreozzi. 
 

4. NACO President’s Report. President Gardner informed the Board that the Nevada 
Commission on Nuclear Projects announced the retirement of Executive Director Fred 
Dilger and the appointment of New Executive Director, Belinda Evenden. Noting that Ms. 
Evenden had been an applicant for the NACO Chief Executive Officer position. 

 
5. NACO Chief Executive Officer’s Report. Amy drew the Board’s attention to the position 

announcement in the agenda packet for a Health and Human Services Research and Policy 
Analyst explaining that the initial deadline for candidate review had been extended to 
September 11th and informing the Board that 6 applications had been received. She also 
encouraged the Board to share the posting. Amy next discussed changes to the NACO 
calendar for the remainder of the year. She explained that the October meeting was 
cancelled due to conflicts with Board member calendars that could result in not having a 
quorum, as well as the fact that it also conflicted with her attendance at the National 
Committee of County Association Executives annual meeting. Next Amy announced that due 
to the Clark County work schedule the December meeting would be changed to Thursday, 
December 10th, which will also allow members to attend the National Finals Rodeo and 
Cowboy Christmas if they desired. Amy also informed the Board that due to conversations 
surrounding abatements, she had held a meeting with the Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development (GOED) to ensure county’s are included in those discussions. The Governor’s 
Office had stressed the importance of communication with the local Regional Development 
Authorities and Amy announced that a virtual meeting would be held with GOED and the 
RDAs on September 14th from 10:30 – noon, and that additional information would be 



distributed once the details were complete. She announced that a newly elected officials 
training is being developed and that it is currently being planned for January 25th in Carson 
City. President Gardner asked if it was specific to Commissioners, and Amy clarified that all 
newly elected officials are welcome and encouraged any existing Commissioners interested 
in the training to attend as well. Amy also informed the Board that a NACO data center 
platform is being developed ahead of the 2027 Legislative Session, noting that it is being 
developed with county input and will include only items that all counties agree on, she also 
informed the Board that legislation has already been presented around the issue that will 
affect local authority. Commissioner Helming inquired as to when the next data center 
meeting would be held, and Amy informed her that a session on the subject is part of the 
agenda for the Annual Conference. Vice President Keller inquired about National 
Association of Counties (NACo) activity on the subject and Amy stated that links to NACo 
meetings would be included in the meeting recap provided by Jennifer. 
 

6. Ratification of the NACO Executive Committee’s appointment of Amy Hyne-
Sutherland as NACO Chief Executive Officer, Effective August 1, 2026. Amy’s 
appointment was unanimously ratified on a motion by Commissioner Tipton with second by 
Supervisor Giomi. 
 

7. Approval of NACO Resolution 26-02 in Support of the Charters of Freedom 250 
Project. The resolution was read into the record by President Gardner. Commissioner 
Helming informed the Board that Lander County had purchased a second set to be displayed 
in Austin and President Gardner noted that Douglas County had received a recommendation 
that the plaques be taken to the different schools prior to permanent placement. The 
resolution was approved on a motion by Past President Andreozzi with second by 
Commissioner Helming. 
 

8. Presentation, Review, and Acceptance of NACO’s June 2026 Financial Statements. 
Fiscal Officer Kalt informed the Board that the Association remains in good financial 
standing. He noted that Association assets remain strong, all county dues have been 
received, and that expenses are below the budget amounts. Fiscal Officer Kalt noted that the 
continued fiscal responsibility of Amy and Amanda’s attention to processes and day-to-day 
expenses are a large part of those budget savings. President Gardner inquired as to the 
amount set aside for internet services and Amy stated that is one item that is being looked 
into by staff. She also informed the Board that all budget line items and Association bills and 
contracts would be looked at closely to identify potential cost savings. The financial 
statements were accepted on a motion by Past President Andreozzi with second by Vice 
President Keller. 
 

9. Update from NACO’s Government Affairs Manager. Jennifer stated that she was excited 
that Amy’s appointment was now official. She informed the Board that she had attended 
many of the final meetings of the Interim Legislative Committees and had distributed an 
array of information to the county lobbyist group on the work sessions the committees had 
undertaken. She informed the Board that she had already created a document to monitor 
BDRs as they are continuously released and noted that there is already a vast amount that 
have been submitted. Jennifer also attended the Clark County Commission meeting during 
which Amy had given a presentation on NACO, and she also attended an Extension farm-to-
table event on behalf of the Association. 
 

10. Update on NACO Annual Conference Planning, Agenda, and Registration. Amanda 
informed the Board that there were over 170 registrants, 34 conference sponsors, and 22 
exhibitors for the event. She also reminded them of the Dementia Friends and Dementia 



Champions training that will take place on Tuesday morning, as well as the Experience 
Carson Valley tour being planned following the conference on Thursday, noting that there 
are links to all of the events in the NACO News, published and distributed each Friday. The 
Board was also informed that the room block had been extended to Friday, September 4th 
and were encouraged to make their bookings if they hadn’t done so already. President 
Gardner noted that the Minden Mill Distillery tour that would be a part of the Experience 
the Carson Valley component is a not to be missed event, noting that it is a farm-to-table 
operation and all of the ingredients used in the distillation of their spirits are grown in 
Douglas County. It was also clarified that all of the conference events except for the 
President’s Reception would be taking place at the Tahoe Blue Event Center. President 
Gardner also gave an overview of the County’s planning efforts for the President’s 
Reception and discussed the participation of NACo representatives including the Director of 
Member Engagement, Tammy Tincher. 
 

Updates from Standing Committees: 

11. NACO Legislative Committee 
a. Final review and approval of NACO’s Bill Draft Requests (BDR) for the 2027 

Nevada Legislative Session. Jennifer informed the Board that President Elect 
Andriola who Chairs the Committee was absent due to her necessary attendance at 
the Interim Finance Committee to discuss the recent wildfires in Washoe County. 
She drew the Boards' attention to the BDR proposals included in the agenda packet, 
reminding them that they had been discussed during the July meeting. She informed 
the Board that she had received no questions or concerns during the preceding 
month from the Board or other county representatives. Jennifer did inform the 
Board that she had received some interest in the approval of the proposals from 
outside entities and that the discussions held had indicated support. President 
Gardner inquired as to if there was another group that would be submitting a BDR 
regarding the Emergency Management Funding proposal, and Jennifer informed the 
Board that the proposal was developed in conjunction with the Nevada Emergency 
Preparedness Association and conversations had been held with Senator Steinbeck, 
who does have a placeholder BDR regarding the subject. Supervisor Giomi inquired 
as to whether the Senator knows of NACO’s BDR, and it was clarified that he does, 
but there were differing opinions during discussions with the Senator on the need 
for base vs. gap funding. Jennifer then clarified that individual county BDRs are not 
transferable, but that NACO can offer support and collaboration on their 
development. Collaboration with the League of Cities and Municipalities was also 
discussed, and while there is consistent communication between staff, the  topic of 
their BDRs  submissions was not shared. Amy shard that the League had hired Arc 
Dome Strategies as their lobbyist for the upcoming session, and Jennifer noted that 
their Executive Director, Kelly, has acted to course correct the group from previous 
issues. President Gardner closed the item by encouraging counties to bring their 
BDR proposals to NACO for support. 

 
12. NACO Committee of the Emeritus. This item was taken out of order to accommodate the 

schedule of Past President Andreozzi who Chairs the Committee. Past President Andreozzi 
informed the Board that the Committee had met that morning and continues to passionate. 
The Committee discussion largely centered around refocusing and restructuring the 
Committee to enhance their mission of education, reminding the Board that past Nye 
County Commissioner, Joni Eastley was the author of the New Commissioner Handbook. It 
was also noted that the meeting schedule would be revised at Amy’s suggestion so that the 



Committee’s work would not be hampered by the Board of Directors meeting. Past 
President Andreozzi informed the Board that the group is currently comprised of past 
Commissioners Varlin Higbee, Joni Eastley, Laurie Carson, Jerrie Tipton and Bob Hastings. 
The Committee is also discussing the creation of a Commissioners Corner at the 
recommendation of Jennifer. The content of the resource would be short video clips 
addressing issues such as the recent adjournment of a Commission meeting instead of it 
being recessed . It was clarified for the Board that there are qualifications for membership 
on the Committee and that it is by invitation. Past President Andreozzi concluded the item 
by stressing that it is important that participation is consistent and President Gardner noted 
that it is an important Committee to preserveinstitutional knowledge lost due to term 
limits. 
 

13. NACO Committee on Housing Solutions. Jennifer drew the Boards attention to the agenda 
packet, containing the BLM presentation on  the land disposal program for low-cost 
housing. She noted that the Committee had also discussed the need to ensure that 
duplicative efforts to work on housing solutions are reduced by ensuring that the NACO 
housing solutions committee continues to coordinate with additional partners such as the 
Governor’s Office, GOED, the Nevada Housing Authority, and RDAs. 
 

14. NACO Committee on Cooperative Extension. The Committee did not meet; therefore, an 
update was not provided. 
 

15. Update and Possible Action. Regarding Public Lands and Natural Resources Issues 
Affecting Counties Including:  

a. Updates from the NACO Public Lands and Natural Resources Subcommittee. 
Jeremy Drew from Resource Concepts, Inc. provided the update on behalf of Chair 
Tipton. Mr. Drew informed the Board that the NACO virtual Energy Forum  held on 
August 14th had been a great success with over 40 attendees and that the 
presentations and recording were available to members upon request. He informed 
the Board that a SLUPAC meeting had been held in Battle Mountain and that 
meetings are scheduled, but that staff tasked with organization was leaving the 
Department. Mr. Drew discussed the wrapping up of the Legislative Interim 
Committees and noted that an omnibus style bill on water policy that will affect 
counties is expected, as well as legislation on wildlife crossings, and data centers 
including possible elimination of abatements and a potential moratorium within the 
state were discussed. The Committee also discussed US Forest Service rule updates 
on land access including a potential repeal of their roadless rule, and revisions of 
their travel management plans were being discussed. Mr. Drew next reminded the 
Board that a meeting with the BLM regarding the Greater Sage Grouse would be 
held at the Annual Conference and the Board was informed that applications for the 
NACo Academy on Data Centers are due on October 22nd. The Board was also 
informed that a meeting regarding the Fallon Range and Training Complex land 
withdrawal would be held on September 22nd and would largely focus on ranching 
impacts and what qualifies as fair and complete compensation as well as relocation 
of the Gabbs Hwy. Commissioner Helming inquired as to where the relocation of the 
Gabbs Hwy. would occur if it would affect Middlegate. Mr. Drew clarified that the 
relocation would begin about five miles South of the community. The US Forest 
Service Roadless rule was explained at the request of Commissioner Perez, and it 
was noted that it will have much more of an impact on other states that are densely 
forested.  

 



16. Updates from Members of the National Association of Counties Board, including the 
Rural Action Caucus and the Midsize County Caucus. Vice President Keller informed the 
Board that he had received a survey to determine the meeting schedule of the Rural Action 
Caucus. President Gardner informed the Board that the Board of Directors had not met 
since the Annual Conference in New Orleans. Amy addressed the OMB proposed changes to 
federal grants and informed the Board that the Senate had passed a Continuing Resolution 
to delay implementation but that the House would need to take up the matter following the 
Summer Recess. 
 

17. Updates from Members of the Western Interstate Region Board. Commissioner Tipton 
informed the Board that he would have an update following the groups next meeting in 
October. 
 

18. Updates from Individual Member Counties. Members of the Board gave updates on 
activities within their counties. 
 

19. Public Comment. Carson City Treasurer, Andrew Rasor informed the Board that the county 
Treasurers are watching BDR288 closely, noting that it appears to be the same as AJR1 from 
the previous legislative session that would reset real property taxes valuations to those of 
new construction upon sale or transfer. White Pine County Assessor, Burton Hilton echoed 
those concerns, noting that if the policy is adopted Assessors will have major concerns 
regarding implementation and the number of appeals that will be brought before the 
counties. Both individuals sit on the NACO Board of Directors as non-voting members as the 
Presidents of their individual Affiliate Associations. Patty Antonucci of NDOT announced 
that paving will begin in Glenbrook on August 31st and is expected to conclude in the middle 
of September. She also discussed Burning Man arrangements for traffic control, and the I-80 
bridge and wall maintenance being conducted in Washoe County. President Gardner 
announced that Douglas County will have a ballot question to split the office of 
Clerk/Treasurer and encouraged the Board to look into the statutes governing the splitting 
of combined statutory offices due to population caps. Holly Gatzke from UNR Extension 
announced that a Water Specialist would be starting in December and the office would be 
housed in Douglas County. She also announced that interviews were being conducted for a 
Natural Resources Specialist that would be housed in Humboldt County. She also noted that 
regardless of where the offices are housed they will both be statewide support positions. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 
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