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Topics I will be covering

• The highpoints from the October 1, 2019 Projections

• Underlying Assumptions

• Recent Historic Data

• Housing 

• Risks to the projections



Senate Bill No. 150

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a governing

body shall develop and maintain a water resource plan that must

include, without limitation:

(a) The identification of all known sources of surface water,

groundwater and effluent that are physically and legally available

for use in the community;

(b) An analysis of the:

(1) Existing demand for water in the community; and

(2) Expected demand for water in the community caused by

projected growth; and

(c) An analysis of whether the sources of water identified in

paragraph (a) are of sufficient quality and quantity to satisfy the

existing and expected demands described in paragraph (b).

(d) If the analysis required pursuant to paragraph (c)

determines that the sources of water identified in paragraph (a)

are not of sufficient quality or quantity to satisfy demands, a plan

for obtaining additional water of sufficient quality and quantity.

2. The governing body shall update the water resource plan at least once every 10 years



NRS 360.283 Annual determination of population of towns, townships, 

cities and counties; employment of demographer

• Further Governance through Nevada Administrative Code 

NRS 360.289 Annual reports of projected population of counties.

• 2011 Legislation

• Five year projections

• 20 year projections 

• age, sex, race and Hispanic origin estimates and projections. 

Legislation and Governing Guidelines Regarding the Demographer 



Key terms

• Census – Is an actual enumeration or counting of a 

group. Serves as benchmark to evaluate the estimates.

• Estimate - a statistic about a whole population for a 

previous reference period which is based on data

• Postcensal 

• from the decennial census forward to the next 

census.

• annual 

• Intercensal corrected estimates to account for most 

recent census, once a decade.

• Projection - statistic indicating what a value would be if 

the assumptions about future trends hold true (often 

drawing upon past movements in a population as a guide 

for the assumptions).



Nevada Jurisdictions Preparing Total Population 

Projections

State of Nevada – Annually 

Southern Nevada Water Authority – Annually

In conjunction with –

- Clark County Comprehensive Planning

- Regional Transportation Commission

Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) – Annually

Used by Truckee Meadows Regional Planning 

Agency (TMRPA) in  their biannual consensus 

forecast



Projection Methods 

Both the Demographer and the Southern Nevada 

jurisdictions use the REMI (Regional Economic Models, 

Inc.) Model. 

TMWA uses a regression model of population and water 

demand. 

TMRPA averages the State Demographer, TMWA, Global 

Insight and Woods and Poole Projections



Nevada’s REMI Model –

The REMI Model looks at:

The demographic and economic makeup of a county and how 

they interact. 

The model also looks at how the counties in the model interact 

with each other and with the nation as a whole.

The data in model is based on national data sources 

primarily from the US Bureau of Economic Analysis and 

the Census Bureau 





2018 and 2019 Projections

• Both have a baseline forecast

• Updated Employment

• Assumed mining not dropping below historic average

• Hotel growth as reported by LVCVA

• 2018

• Tesla assumed to meet contracted employment of 6,500 by 

2024 using model to account for construction and 

investment

• Housing price shock in 2017

• Clark – Relative housing price of 0.99 to the nation

• Washoe – Relative Housing price of 1.28 to the nation

• 2019

• No Housing Shock

• Drops prices following shock that stimulates migration





There continues to be differences between the growth in 

population, school enrollment, NV Energy counts, GDP and 

Employment.   





Looking toward the 2018 20 Year Projections, the Census Bureau has 

issued a new set of national projections.  This could impact Nevada 

projections depending on how and when they are incorporated into 

the REMI Model.  





Interstate mobility and job change has slowed down over time. 











Questions?

Jeff Hardcastle, 

Nevada State Demographer

Nevada Department of Taxation

Reno Office: 4600 Kietzke Lane, Building L Suite 235 Reno, NV 89502

(Direct) (775) 687-9961

jhardcastle@tax.state.nv.us


